THOUGHTS AND FANCIES
It*s the only thing that fits and explains or
makes it sure that there is an explanation of all
that's so dark and difficult about us."
" Fits and explains ! Does anything fit and
can anything be explained ? "
" I think it can. This is how I look at it.
If you travelled with a map in a country ton-
known to you and you found the map accurate
as the journey went on, you'd trust to it for the
rest, wouldn't you ? That's how Christianity
has been to me. It explains pain, it explains
sacrifice. It justifies taking the long view. It
prevents one thinking too much of oneself and
other things that moulder. When I've broken
its roles, I've been wretched. When I've kept
its rules, I've been fundamentally happy, even
under very unhappy conditions. So I say, when
the map has been justified by so much within
my vision I trust it for what's beyond." Hobart
stopped, surprised at himself. He could be
voluble enough in the House or on the platform,
but for him to talk thus in private was rare
indeed.
" I suppose it's come easy to you," objected
Milly, " because you grew up on religion. I
was never taught anything properly, though one
governess I had did try. I don't expect I could
read your map. Nothing at all fits with me.
Can I ever get at the truth, and how * "
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